
 
 
 

An Examination of the Golden Calf Incident, Exodus 32:1-6 
 
 
 We have already studied, adequately but not exhaustively, the vast semantic richness of the verb hear as it is 
used in both the Old and the New Testament.  From the many examples examined, we have correctly concluded that 
hearing is the primary response to God and to the revelation of his Person and work in creation and in redemption.  This 
latter dimension of his Self-revelation is preeminently located in the humiliation and glorification of his Son, Jesus 
Christ, whom the Scriptures clearly affirm to be  God Incarnate.  “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell,” Col 2:19.   He is “the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.”, 1:15; “the radiance of the glory of 
God and the exact imprint of his nature, ..”, Heb 1:3; he obtained the Church of God with his own blood, Acts 20:28.   
 This very Christ is called the logos, the Word of God of whom the apostle John writes with Christological 
clarity and supremacy: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God…. And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.”  Jn 1:1, 14.  He is God’s final word to mankind.  He is the pinnacle of God’s Self-revelation to mankind.  
Beyond him and after him, there is no more revelation.  For “ Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to 
our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all 
things, through whom also he created the world.”  Heb 1:1-2.  It is no wonder then that at crucial points during Jesus’ 
earthly Messianic ministry, God the Father solemnly warned and sternly admonished Jesus’ hearers, “"This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him."”  [Emphasis added].  Mt 17:5.; cf. also 3:17.  As the Word of God, Jesus 
Christ is the Father’s complete, perfect and final communication to his creatures. 
 Lastly, we observed that hearing God’s word is the chief means of receiving his covenant blessings and also the 
major means of preventing a stumbling into the sin of idolatry, of which we have discussed its covenant character, 
meaning, implications and consequences for the children of Israel.  We concluded our study with the assertion that the 
hearing of God’s Word was the primary antidote against the sin of idolatry.   
 Beginning today, our study will focus on the infamous Golden Calf incident of Ex 32, the most 
disastrous and disgraceful single event of idolatry and apostasy found in the Old Covenant.  In our exercise, we 
will attempt to show that God’s covenant people wickedly turned away from him by neglecting the essentially invisible 
nature of his being.  They were clearly reminded by Moses, that when they were gathered before the LORD God at Mt. 
Sinai, “.. the LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of words, but saw no form; there was 
only a voice. .. [Y]ou saw no form on the day that the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire, ..”  Dt 
4:12, 15.  The New Testament also vigorously contends that “God is spirit, ..” Jn 4:24.  This God, whose glory is inherent 
in his essential being, has stoutly declared, “I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise 
to carved idols… My glory I will not give to another.”  Isa 42:8; 48:11b.  When, in the nadir of theological consciousness 
and covenant faithfulness, Israel constructed the golden calf, they willfully violated the Second  Commandment and in 
this visualization of God, they “signified by that very act that they had changed gods.  Their God was no longer the Lord 
of Israel.”  This decadent exchange is poignantly described by the apostle Paul in Rom 1:22-23: “Claiming to be wise, 
they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things.”  (Jacques Ellul, The Humiliation of the Word.  Trans. Joyce Main Hanks.  Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans publishing Company, 1985, p. 93). 
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